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SYLLABUS 
 

ENGL 3153 Literary Theory & Criticism 
Fall 2018 

 
 

Instructor:   Dr. M. Clay Hooper 

Section # and CRN: P01 11352 

Office Location:  Hilliard 204 

Office Phone:  936-261-3730 

Email Address: mchooper@pvamu.edu 

Office Hours:  TR 9:30am-2:30pm 
Mode of Instruction:  Face To Face 
 

Course Location:   JJPY 364 
Class Days & Times: MWF 12-12:50pm 
Catalog Description: A study of theoretical texts and the critical methods essential to textual analysis. The 

course will emphasize applications of literary theory and criticism in the interpretation of 
poetry, fiction, and drama. 

 

Prerequisites: ENGL 1123 and 1133 or 1143 with a "C" or better 
Co-requisites: n/a 
 

Required Texts: The Norton Anthology of Theory & Criticism, 2nd Ed. (Norton).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93292-8  
 

Recommended 
Texts: 

N/A 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

  
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
 

Program 
Learning 

Outcome # 
Alignment 

Core Curriculum 
Outcome 
Alignment 

1 Define and explain concepts from a wide of ancient, modern, and postmodern 
literary-theoretical frameworks. 

4 Critical Thinking 

2 Analyze the similarities and differences between various literary-theoretical 
frameworks and apply them in interpreting various types of literary works.  

3 Critical Thinking 

3 Compose an extended and well organized argument that uses literary-theoretical 
discussions to enrich textual analysis. 

1, 2 Critical Thinking; 
Communication 

4 Write in clear, correct, grammatical prose. 5 Communication 

5 Cite research correctly according to MLA format, both in the text and in the 
bibliography. 

2 Personal 
Responsibility 
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MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
Method of Determining Final Course Grade 
 

Course Grade Requirement  Value Total 

1) Unit Exams (3 exams @ 150 points/exam) 450 pts. 45% 

2) Comprehensive Theoretical Essay 200 pts. 20% 

2a. Draft #1 50 pts. 5% 

2b. Draft #2 100 pts. 10% 

3) Attendance & Participation 200 pts. 20% 

   
 1,000 pts 100% 

NOTE: The grading matrix is subject to change due to disruptions in the course schedule or activities.  
 
Grading Criteria and Conversion: 
A = 895 - 1000 pts. 
B = 795 – 894 pts. 
C = 695 – 794 pts. 
D = 595 – 694 pts. 
F = 0 – 594 pts. 
 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS:  
 
Assignment Title  

 
Description 

Comprehensive Theoretical Essay 2,400-word essay that analyzes the concept of literary value within works from all 
three course units and develops an argument about the concept as it has evolved 
from classical antiquity through the postmodern era. Draft #1 will discuss works from 
Unit 1, Draft 2 will discuss works from Units 1 and 2, and the final draft will incorporate 
discussions of works from all three units. 

Unit Exams Short answer and short essay exams covering key literary-theoretical figures and 
concepts from the unit covered 

  

 
COURSE PROCEDURES  

Communication: Your instructor does NOT use the messaging system within eCourses. Your instructor uses 
traditional email for important communications and the Remind application for minor, day-to-day 
communications. You are REQUIRED to enroll in the Remind application to receive notifications from the 
instructor. 

Submission of Assignments: Essays must be submitted through the Turnitin application in eCourses by the 
date assigned.  Late essays will be penalized five points per day (including weekends) and will not be 
accepted more than four days late.  Makeup exams will only be allowed in cases of excused absences or 
other documented emergencies. 

Off-Task Behavior: Your instructor reserves the right to ask you to leave the classroom if you are not on-task 
or preventing other students from being on-task. Once you are asked to leave, you will be counted absent for 
the day regardless of how much time remains in the period.  (Keep in mind that there will be days on which 
you cannot be on-task without bringing required materials to class.) 

Reading Notes: In lieu of regular reading quizzes, you will be required to upload into eCourses images of 
your reading notes for each required reading. This will count toward the Attendance & Participation portion of 
your grade.   

Tardiness & Premature Exiting: Role is taken at the beginning of class.  If you are tardy, it is your 
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responsibility to make sure that you are counted present (without disrupting the class). If you leave class 
before you are explicitly dismissed (either individually or with the rest of the class), you will not receive full 
credit for attendance that day.  If class runs overtime, however, you are within your rights to leave without 
dismissal. 

Extra Credit Policy: The instructor’s general policy is to restrict extra credit to minor opportunities for extra 
points on exams and other activities.  If any other form of extra credit is offered, it will only be done in a way 
that is available to all students. In other words, no student will receive a special opportunity for extra credit 
that is not available to all other students. 

 

 
 

Semester Calendar 

WEEK ONE 
8/27 – 8/31 

PLATONIC THEORY  

 
Readings: M No reading (course introduction)  

 

 W Plato’s Republic III & VII, pp. 45-47, 52-58, 60-64 (partial)  

 F Plato’s Republic X, pp. 64-77  

Notes: Plato’s “allegory of the cave,” his theory & critique of mimesis, and his emphasis on allegorical didacticism. 
   

WEEK TWO 
9/3 – 9/7 

ANCIENT & RENAISSANCE HUMANISM  

 
Readings: M NO CLASS; university closed for Labor Day 

 W Aristotle’s Poetics, pp. 88-99 

 F Giovanni Pico Della Mirandola’s  “Oration on the Dignity of Man” (eCourses) 

Notes: Aristotle’s concept of catharsis and his humanist emphasis on the ennobling effect of literary expression; the rise of humanism in the 
Renaissance period following the recovery of classics, including Aristotle’s works; brief overview of Mirandola’s “Oration on the Dignity 
of Man”  

   

WEEK THREE 
9/10 – 9/14 

POST-RENAISSANCE HUMANISM  

 
Readings: M Sir Philip Sidney’s “The Defense of Poesy,” pp. 254-63 (partial) 

 

 W David Hume’s “On the Standard of Taste,” pp. 392-401 (partial)  

 F Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “A Defense of Poetry,” pp. 595-613  

Notes: Sidney’s defense of literary expression on humanist grounds; Enlightenment description of the natural world operating according to 
fixed laws that can be discovered through observation and reason and used to enhance the human experience; Romantic insistence 
on imagination as the highest human faculty. 

   

WEEK FOUR 
9/17 – 9/21 FORMALISM 

 

 
Readings: M Henry James’s “The Art of Fiction,” pp. 744-59 

 

 W T. S. Eliot’s “Tradition and the Individual Talent,” pp. 955-61  

 F R. S. Crane’s “Toward a More Adequate Criticism of Poetic Structure” (eCourses)  

Notes: Henry James’s materialist yet humanist description of human creativity; Eliot’s notion of the impersonal creative process; overview of 
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the history of formalism and “New Criticism” as an attempt to professionalize literary criticism; Crane’s assumption of internal unity 
within the literary work. 

   

WEEK FIVE 
9/24 – 9/28 

EXAM & DRAFTING  

 
Readings: M No assigned reading; in-class review for Unit 1 Exam 

 W No assigned reading; in-class drafting workshop 

 F Unit I Exam 

   

WEEK SIX 
10/1 – 10/5 

MARXIST THEORY  

 
Readings: M Excerpts from the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, pp. 662-63 (partial) and Leon Trotsky’s Literature and 

Revolution, pp. 880-92 

 

 W Excerpts from Mikhail Bakhtin’s, Discourse in the Novel, pp. 1076-87  

 F Mikhail Bakhtin’s Discourse in the Novel (excerpt in eCourses)  

 
Assignments: R Draft #1 of Comprehensive Theoretical Essay (submit through eCourses by 11:59pm) 

 

Notes: Marx’s historical materialism; base and superstructure and the processes of subject formation; overview of Marx’s critique of 
capitalism; Trotsky’s Marxist critique of formalism; Mikhail Bakhtin’s Discourse in the Novel (excerpt in eCourses) 

   

WEEK SEVEN 
10/8 – 10/12 

PSYCHOANALYTIC & STRUCTURALIST THEORY  

 
Readings: M Excerpts from the works of Sigmund Freud, pp. 814-24 (partial) 

 

 W Ferdinand de Saussure’s Course in General Linguistics, 850-63 (partial)  

 F Claude Levi-Strauss’s “The Structural Study of Myth,” eCourses; Tzvetan Todorov’s “The Structural Analysis of 
Narrative,” (2023-2030) 

 

Notes: Freud’s theory of the unconscious; literary analysis as a process of analytical diagnosis; Saussure’s structural linguistics; Levi-
Strauss’s application of structuralist ideas to myth cycles; Todorov’s application of structuralist ideas to narrative 

   

WEEK EIGHT 
10/15 – 10/19 

POSTSTRUCTURALISM  

 
Readings: M Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author,” pp. 1322-26  

 W Michel Foucault’s “What is an Author?”, pp. 1475-90 

 F Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish, pp. 1490-1502 

 
Assignments: F ORJ8: “The Structure of Structural Analysis” (submit through eCourses by 11:59pm on Sunday, 10/22) 

Notes: Barthes’s poststructuralist account of discourse and subjectivity; the postmodern language of liberation through multiplicity and 
hybridity; Foucault’s notion of the authorial subject as a product of discourse (the “author-function”); Foucault’s theory of power and 
formation of modern subjects 

   

WEEK NINE 
10/22 – 10/26 

POST-STRUCTURALISM  

 
Readings: M No assigned reading; in-class drafting workshop 
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 W No assigned reading; in-class review for Unit 2 Exam  

 F No assigned reading; in-class drafting workshop  

Notes: Deconstruction and the self-referential structure of language; Foucault’s notion of the authorial subject as a product of discourse (the 
“author-function”); Foucault’s theory of power and formation of modern subjects 

   

WEEK TEN 
10/29 – 11/2 CULTURAL STUDIES 

 

 
Readings: M Unit 2 Exam 

 

 W Helene Cixous, “The Laugh of the Medusa,” pp. 1942-59  

 F Monique Wittig, “One is Not Born a Woman,” pp. 1906-13  

Notes: The three waves of feminism; second-wave feminism and Cixous’ gender essentialism; Wittig’s Marxist critique of gender 
essentialism; Rubin’s use of Foucault to develop a constructivist theory of sexuality. 

   

WEEK ELEVEN 
11/5 – 11/9 

FEMINIST & QUEER THEORY  

 
Readings: M Gayle Rubin, Thinking Sex, pp. 2377-93 (partial) 

 W Lauren Berlant nd Michael Warner, “Sex in Public,” pp. 2600-2615  

 F W. E. B. Du Bois, excerpts from “The Conservation of the Races” (eCourses); Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist 
and the Racial Mountain” (eCourses) 

 
Assignments: T Draft #2 of Comprehensive Theoretical Essay due (submit through eCourses by 11:59pm) 

Notes: Rubin’s use of Foucault to develop a constructivist theory of sexuality; Warner & Berlant’s notion of queer identity and queer politics 

   

WEEK TWELVE 
11/12 – 11/16 

CRITICAL RACE THEORY  

 
Readings: M Alain Locke, introduction to The New Negro (eCourses), and James Baldwin, “This Nettle, Danger” (eCourses) 

 

 W Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House” and “Age, Race, Class, and Sex” 
(eCourses) 

 

 F bell hooks’ “Postmodern Blackness,” pp. 2509-16  

Notes: Second-wave feminism and gender essentialism; Wittig’s Marxist critique of gender essentialism; Rubin’s use of Foucault to develop 
a constructivist theory of sexuality. 

   

WEEK THIRTEEN 
11/19 – 11/23 

POSTCOLONIAL THEORY 
 

 
Readings: M Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, excerpts from Empire, pp. 2621-2634  

 

 W No Class; Thanksgiving Holiday  

 F No Class; Thanksgiving Holiday  

 
Assignments: F Draft material for Essay 2; ORJ12: “Obi’s Dilemma” (subnmit through eCourses by 11:59pm on Sunday, 11/26) 

 

  

Notes: Hardt & Negri’s attempt to move beyond the postmodern critique of the Enlightenment 
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WEEK FOURTEEN 
11/26 – 11/30 

POSTCOLONIAL THEORY  

 
Readings: M No assigned reading; in-class review for Unit 3 Exam 

 W No assigned reading; in-class drafting workshop 

 F Unit 3 Exam 

   

WEEK FIFTEEN 
12/3 – 12/7 

  

 
Readings: M No assigned reading; in-class drafting workshop 

 

    

 
Assignments: W Final draft of Comprehensive Theoretical Essay (Submit through eCourses by 11:59pm) 

 

    

Notes: Tuesday (12/4) is the last day of classes and the last day to withdraw from the university. The final exam period extends from 
Wednesday (12/5) to the following Tuesday (12/11). Final grades for graduating seniors will be posted in PantherTracks by Tuesday, 
12/11 (commencement is Saturday, 12/15).  Final grades for all other students will be posted in PantherTracks by Tuesday, 12/18. 

  
 

 
Student Support and Success 
 
John B. Coleman Library 
The library and its partners have as their mission "to provide resources and instructional material in support of the 
evolving curriculum, as a partner in Prairie View A&M University's mission of teaching, research, and service" and 
to support the University's core values of "access and quality, diversity, leadership, relevance, and social 
responsibility" through emphasis on ten key areas of service. It maintains library collections and access both on 
campus, online, and through local agreements to further the educational goals of students and faculty. 
 
Center for Academic Support  
The Center for Academic Support (CAS) offers Tutoring via peer tutoring.  The services include workshops (i.e., 
Save My Semester, Recalculate Your Route), seminars (i.e., Tools You Can Use: TI-84), group review sessions 
(i.e., College Algebra Topic Reviews, GRE Preparation), group study opportunities (i.e., TSIA, HESI, Study Break, 
Exam Cram), and test-taking strategies (How to take Notes, Study Buddy, 5 Day Study Guide). The Tutoring 
Center is a nationally certified tutoring program through the National Tutoring Association.  The peer tutors are 
trained and certified by the coordinator each semester. Location: J.B. Coleman Library 
 
COMPASS 
The Center for the Oversight and Management of Personalized Academic Student Success (COMPASS) is 
designed to help Prairie View students in their second year and beyond navigate towards graduation by 
providing the following services: Academic Advisement, Targeted Tutorials for Personalized Learning, Campus-
Wide Referrals, and Academic & Social Workshops. Location: J.B. Coleman Library 
 
Writing Center 
The Writing Center provides student consultants on all aspects of the writing process and a variety of writing 
assignments. Writing Center consultations assist students in such areas as prewriting, brainstorming, audience 
awareness, organization, research, and citation. Location: Hilliard Hall 121 
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University Rules and Procedures 
  
Disability statement (See Student Handbook):   
Students with disabilities, including learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in class should 
register with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) early in the semester so that appropriate 
arrangements may be made.  In accordance with federal laws, a student requesting special accommodations must 
provide documentation of their disability to the SSD coordinator.   
 
Academic misconduct (See Student Handbook):   
You are expected to practice academic honesty in every aspect of this course and all other courses. Make sure you 
are familiar with your Student Handbook, especially the section on academic misconduct.  Students who engage in 
academic misconduct are subject to university disciplinary procedures.   
 
Forms of academic dishonesty:   

1. Cheating: deception in which a student misrepresents that he/she has mastered information on an 
academic exercise that he/she has not mastered; giving or receiving aid unauthorized by the instructor 
on assignments or examinations.  
 

2. Academic misconduct: tampering with grades or taking part in obtaining or distributing any part of a 
scheduled test.   
 

3. Fabrication: use of invented information or falsified research.   
 

4. Plagiarism: unacknowledged quotation and/or paraphrase of someone else’s words, ideas, or data as 
one’s own in work submitted for credit. Failure to identify information or essays from the Internet and 
submitting them as one’s own work also constitutes plagiarism.     

 
Nonacademic misconduct (See Student Handbook) 
The university respects the rights of instructors to teach and students to learn.  Maintenance of these rights 
requires campus conditions that do not impede their exercise. Campus behavior that interferes with either (1) the 
instructor’s ability to conduct the class, (2) the inability of other students to profit from the instructional program, or 
(3) campus behavior that interferes with the rights of others will not be tolerated. An individual engaging in such 
disruptive behavior may be subject to disciplinary action. Such incidents will be adjudicated by the Dean of 
Students under nonacademic procedures.  
  
Sexual misconduct (See Student Handbook):   
Sexual harassment of students and employers at Prairie View A&M University is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated.  Any member of the university community violating this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.   
 
Title IX Statement 
Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU) is committed to supporting students and complying with the Texas A&M 
University System non-discrimination policy. It seeks to establish an environment that is free of bias, discrimination, 
and harassment. If you experience an incident of sex- or gender-based discrimination, including sexual 
harassment, sexual assault or attempted sexual assault, we encourage you to report it. While you may talk to a 
faculty member about an incident of misconduct, the faculty member must report the basic facts of your experience 
to Ms. Alexia Taylor, PVAMU’s Title IX Coordinator. If you would like to speak with someone who may be able to 
afford you privacy or confidentiality, there are individuals who can meet with you. The Title IX Coordinator is 
designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies and can assist you with understanding your 
options and connect you with on- and off-campus resources. The Title IX Coordinator can be reached by phone at 
936-261-2123 or in Suite 013 in the A.I. Thomas Administration Building. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Prairie View A&M University requires regular class attendance. Attending all classes supports full academic 
development of each learner whether classes are taught with the instructor physically present or via distance 
learning technologies such as interactive video and/or internet. 

Excessive absenteeism, whether excused or unexcused, may result in a student’s course grade being reduced or 
in assignment of a grade of “F”. Absences are accumulated beginning with the first day of class during regular 
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semesters and summer terms. Each faculty member will include the University’s attendance policy in each course 
syllabus. In this course, attendance and preparation counts for 10% of the final grade; you will be scored for 
attendance and preparation each day according to the following rubric: 

(P) Present 4 pts  

(E) Excused Absence 4 pts Excused absences require documentation from an approved university entity. 

Outside documentation must be processed through the Office of Student Affairs. 

(T) Tardy 3 pts This includes arriving 4-10 minutes late or arriving without adequate preparation for 

in-class activities. 

(ET) Excessively Tardy 2 pt This includes arriving more than ten minutes late or arriving severely unprepared to 

participate in class activities. 

(UE) Unexcused Exit 1 pt Leaving class without being dismissed and without making any effort to inform the 

instructor of extenuating circumstances. 

(A) Unexcused Absence 0 pts  

 
 
Student Academic Appeals Process 
Authority and responsibility for assigning grades to students rests with the faculty.  However, in those instances 
where students believe that miscommunication, errors, or unfairness of any kind may have adversely affected the 
instructor's assessment of their academic performance, the student has a right to appeal by the procedure listed in 
the Undergraduate Catalog and by doing so within thirty days of receiving the grade or experiencing any other 
problematic academic event that prompted the complaint.  

 
Disability statement (See Student Handbook):   
Students with disabilities, including learning disabilities, who wish  to request accommodations in class should 
register with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) early in the semester so that appropriate 
arrangements may be made.  In accordance with federal laws, a student requesting special accommodations must 
provide documentation of their disability to the SSD coordinator.   

 
TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Minimum Recommended Hardware and Software: 

• Intel PC or Laptop with Windows 7; Mac with OS X; Smartphone or iPad/Tablet with Wi-Fi 

• High speed Internet access 

• 8 GB Memory 

• Hard drive with 320 GB storage space 

• 15” monitor, 800x600, color or 16 bit 

• Sound card w/speakers 

• Microphone and recording software 

• Keyboard & mouse 

• Most current version of Google Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer or Firefox 
Note: Be sure to enable Java & pop-ups 
 
Participants should have a basic proficiency of the following computer skills: 

• Sending and receiving email 

• A working knowledge of the Internet 

• Proficiency in Microsoft Word (or a program convertible to Word) 

• Proficiency in the Acrobat PDF Reader 

• Basic knowledge of Windows or Mac O.S. 
 
Netiquette (online etiquette): 
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Students are expected to participate in all discussions and virtual classroom chats as directed. Students are to 
be respectful and courteous to others on discussions boards. Foul or abusive language will not be tolerated. 

 
Technical Support: 

Students should go to https://mypassword.pvamu.edu/ if they have password issues. The page will provide 
instructions for resetting passwords and contact information if login issues persist. For other technical questions 
regarding eCourses, call the Office of Distance Learning at 936-261-3283 

 
Communication Expectations and Standards: 

Emails or discussion postings will receive a response from the instructor, usually in less than 48 hours. Urgent 
emails should be marked as such. Check regularly for responses. 

 
 

https://mypassword.pvamu.edu/

